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     This season in our adult Sunday School class we are 
discussing The Gospel and the Catholic Church by the 100th 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey.  In our first 
session we talked a bit about women in Holy Orders - that is 
women as bishops, priests and deacons, and more particularly 
about women in the Episcopate, that is, as bishops.  So, there 
are a couple of issues here that I want to briefly address and 
commend further study for those interested.  First is in the 

very title itself, the Catholic Church.  As Anglicans, what does it mean when we 
discuss the Catholic Church?  Are we Catholic?  Of course, the answer to that 
question is somewhat complicated and the answers really depends on who you 
ask.  If you asked the Pope, you would likely get a definite “no.”  The Roman 
Church does not recognize our orders as valid and therefore we do not have 
ministers in Apostolic Succession and therefore cannot participate in the fullness 
of the sacramental life of the Church.  Though the chart on the wall in our parish 
hall would beg to differ.  In our diocese, as we say in the Nicene Creed, we 
consider ourselves part of the one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic Church.  And 
while some would differentiate between what it means to be “big C” or “little c” 
Catholic, I don’t find such distinction necessary or helpful.  We are Catholic.  We 
have maintained the Apostolic Succession and we share in the sacramental life of 
the Church.  But this brings us to the next issue and that is of women in Holy 
Orders or women’s ordination.  When we bring up the topic of Apostolic 
Succession and women in Holy Orders, we must address the issue of validity.  
Throughout the history of the Church, as prefigured in the Old Testament, and 
seen in the New Testament and forward, the priesthood has been an exclusively 
male institution.  Women in Holy Orders is a recent innovation and has not been 
recognized by the overwhelming majority of Catholic Christians, namely the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Churches.  And so, if we are 
going to uphold Catholic order, we must at least seriously question if not outright 
reject this innovation.  To be absolutely clear, this is not a rejection of women in 
ministry by any means.  Women are called to all kinds of service in the Church.  
This is simply a recognition of the historic and sacramental nature of the 
priesthood.  I understand that many disagree with this assessment, but I wanted 
to clarify and be up front about the perspective from which I will be leading this 
book study.  With all of that said, I would encourage everyone who is interested 
to feel free to talk to me and ask whatever questions you may have, and I will 
provide information on finding some articles that may be helpful in exploring 
this topic on your own.  I hope everyone will consider joining us this season for 
our book discussion as it is a classic and is sure to encourage some wonderful 
dialogue. 
 
     Further resources: Anglican Compass is an excellent resource for all things 
Anglican and has a very comprehensive section on the Ordination of Women.  I 
would suggest to just google “Anglican Compass ordination of women” as the 
actual link is quite long. 
     There is also a good article at the Covenant blog of Living Church by Tony 
Clavier on Anglicans as Catholic or Protestant: https://livingchurch.org/
covenant/2017/10/27/protestant-or-catholic/ 
 

        Blessings, Fr. Alan Horton+  

  Sunday sermons posted at https://www.stgregorysmansfield.org/sermons.  

October Birthdays 
 

03~ Linda Wirt 
05 ~ Addison Horton 
06~ Martha Turner 
09~ Father Alan Horton 
12~ Angela Katanic 
18~ Dan Lemser 
21~ Bill Griffin 
27~ Jeff Baldwin 
28~ Harriet Motter 
28~ Phil Grubenhoff 
29~ Terry Black 
29~ Fritz Barowsky 
 

October Anniversaries   
 

6 ~ Jim & Jackie Rider – 66 years 
 

October Memorials 
 

Mark Your October 
Calendar 

 

02~ 8am Men’s Group @ Rosa’s 
03~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Sunday School 
06~ 1pm Watercrest Mass 
       6:30pm Eucharist 
09~ 9am Pet Partners 
10~ 9am Eucharist 
       10 Sunday School & Sunday 
Delights 
13~ 6:30pm Eucharist 
16~ 8am Men’s Group @ Rosa’s 
       10am Daughters of The Holy Cross 
17~9am Eucharist 
      10am Sunday School  
20~ 9am St. Clara’s Guild 
       1pm Watercrest Mass 
       6:30pm Eucharist 
21~ Parish Hall Painting 
22~ Parish Hall Painting 
23~ 11am Heinz Healing Ministry 
24~ 9am Eucharist – Children’s Sermon 
       10am Sunday School 
       Canned Meat Drive 
27~6:30pm Eucharist 
30~ Bishop’s Sporting Clay  
31~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Fall Festival 
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Jr. Warden’s Report 

  
    Well, if summer is about over then that means fall is around the corner. The church yard looks great. It was 
not so hot and dry that things didn’t get baked. We survived the army worm invasion. And we had a lot of help 
from many others mowing and trimming and weeding and killing worms. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
We’ll spend some extra time this fall in the courtyard prayer garden and get it looking good. The inside of the 
parish hall is to be painted later in October. And we’re working on getting estimates for painting the entire outside of the 
church and parish hall.  
 
     I look forward to times we can all get together. Whether it’s a project around the church or a gathering that involves food 
or games it is an opportunity to share life together. I hope there are more chances to do that in the future and that as many 
as can come and enjoy. The vestry has some things in the plans so check out the calendar.  
 
     On a different subject Elizabeth and I hosted a church end of summer swim party at our house on September 12. It was 
well attended and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. The weather was great and it was a lot of fun. 
 

                John 

Sr. Warden’s Report 
 

We had an eventful September and are looking forward to October. We had a fun afternoon at the 
Hamaker's home swimming, playing cornhole, and picnicking. Thanks to John and Elizabeth for hosting us! 
The pie contest was a resounding success. Everyone was impressed with the quality of pies that were on 
display. Congratulations to Fritz, Addie, and the Gwen-Margeaux duo for their winning recipes. Pies with chocolate were the 
clear winners. 
 
     The men's group are planning a couple of get-togethers in October. On the 2nd we will meet after our breakfast to build 
games for the upcoming picnic and on the 16th we will have our demi-occasional BBQ run. Finally, the 31st we will have our 
parish picnic with games, food, and fun for everyone.  

In Christ, Tim 

Order of St. Luke  
 

Kingdom Life, Celebrating the creativity, simplicity and delight of the kingdom of God. 
 

     The kingdom of God, this cross-centred and consequently abundant spiritual acreage of restoration, is the 
most fascinating place in which to spend one’s days. It’s exciting, enthralling, possessive, magnetic, thrilling  and 
joyful, full of incident and over flowing with glory to the Son of God. It’s a miraculous place, literally;  it is heaven on earth 
and everyone is invited to live there. 
 
     The great danger that faces all of us who don’t long to take this kingdom step, but whose habit-hearts long to stay with 
the Reubenites on the eastern shore of the river Jordan, is not that we’ll make a complete failure of life, or that we’ll fall back 
into out-and-out secularism, or be terribly unhappy —none of these things. No, the real danger is that we may miss grasping 
life’s greatest meaning, be unable to reach its highest good, miss out on its deepest and most lasting joy;  so we wo’nt be 
equipped to serve, we’d be unaware of life on fire with the light of the presence of the kingdom of God, and be content to 
have it like this - that’s the danger. 
 
     It’s frightening to think that one day we could wake up and find that we’ve been so busy with the trappings and husks of 
church life that we’ve missed life itself. Life without our vibrant, active and restoring God, for anyone who has known the 
joy and richness of walking with him in his miraculous Eden-style kingdom on earth, would be impossible and unthinkable. 
That sort of life is what I pray my fellow Christians may be spared - being satisfied with a life that falls somewhere short of 
the best. 
 
     Please share this to fortify others? Till next time, if God wills it. Mike, Revd Mike Endicott, Prior of The Order of Jacob’s 
Well (UK) 

Heinz Liedke 



Daughters of the Holy Cross 
  
     For many years, the Daughters have supported Operation Christmas Child – Samaritan’s Purse.  In 
November, we fill special shoeboxes, each with items for a child, in a far away place. Many of these children 
have never received a gift.  We then take the shoeboxes to a nearby collection site.  A large distribution center 
in the DFW area sends these gifts to over 100 poor countries around the world. 
 
     Samaritan’s Purse is a Christian organization that provides evangelism throughout the world.  Before getting his or her 
shoebox full of gifts, each child hears the Word of God’s gift of salvation through trusting and believing in Jesus Christ alone 
as their Savior and Lord.  They receive a book with Bible stories.  Then through a program entitled The Greatest Journey, 
children may participate in a 12-week program on the Bible.  Afterwards, those who complete the program participate in a 
“cap and gown” graduation and receive a diploma. 
 
     We have spoken with Father Horton and the Vestry, and in 2022 we are opening this program up to the congregation at 
St. Gregory’s.  Hopefully, this will allow us to expand Samaritan’s Purse and provide gifts for more needy children.  We will 
hold a “Christmas in July,” where parishioners can donate items.  Also, we will have a tub in one of the classrooms where 
items can be donated throughout the year.  A list of suggested items will be provided.  Items do not need to be 
expensive.  Dollar Tree is a great source for inexpensive gifts.  Then in November, we will have a shoebox packing party for 
everyone to participate.  
 
     Lastly, Operation Christmas Child has a great website to visit and learn all about the organization, find gift ideas, and even 
to donate as little as $25 to fill a shoebox for some needy child. 

               Theresa Bradley 

St. Gregory’s Genealogy Research Group 
       
     We hope you have been busy with your genealogy research and having a lot of success! 
 
     Barbara and I have attended a couple of presentations by Lisa Louise Cooke over the last month. Lisa is a 
North Texas local and writes for Family Tree Magazine. One presentation was on preparing now for the 1950 
Census and another on How to Reopen and Work a Genealogical Cold Case using Google. Check out her website 
www.GenealogyGems.com! 
 
Also, the North Fort Worth Historical Society’s 15th Annual Saints and Sinner Tour is coming up October 30th & 31st at 

Oakwood Cemetery. See Gayle’s post on the SGGRG Facebook site.             Trice 
 

FamilySearch Completes Massive Microfilm Digitization Project 
The following was written by FamilySearch 

 
     Huge news: after 83 years of filming the world’s historical genealogical records, FamilySearch has completed digitizing its 
2.4 million rolls of microfilm. The best part? The archive, which contains information on more than 11.5 billion individuals, 
is now available for free on FamilySearch.org. 
 
     Over 200 countries and principalities and more than 100 languages are included in the digitized documents. All types of 
genealogically significant records are included—censuses, births, marriages, deaths, probate, Church, immigration, and more. 
Now that the project is completed, it’s much easier for users to find members of their family tree and make personal 
discoveries within these records. 
 
     Want to check out these digitized microfilms for yourself? Explore FamilySearch’s free collections of indexed records and 
images by going to FamilySearch.org, then search both “Records” and “Images.” The Images feature will let you browse 
digitized images from the microfilm collection and more. You will need a FamilySearch account to access digitized records—
but don’t worry, signing up is completely free! 
 

You can read more at: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-microfilm-collection-digitized/. 
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http://www.GenealogyGems.com
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-microfilm-collection-digitized/


Parish Life 
 

     October is finally here and we hope to see cooler weather and fewer Covid cases.  At the end of the 
month,   Sunday, October 31, the church is having a Fall Festival with food, games and pumpkins for the 
church family.  One of the things we will be doing is giving each child a pumpkin filled with goodies.  If you 
would like to help with donations of treats and/or goodies, please bring to church before Wednesday, October 27th.  The 
men of the church will be cooking up burgers and hot dogs for us to enjoy.  I will have a sign-up sheet on the crendenza on 
Oct. 10, for the necessary items to complete the meal.  I always appreciate all the help filling in with meals and help around 
the church.    
 
     Our morning coffee hour is gong well and as we get more people comfortable coming back for Sunday school we will 
start Sunday Delights again. We have three signed up for November and I'll be contacting them as the month 
progresses.  Stay safe and in prayers for our members and the needs of all those around us.  
 

            in Chirst love, Kathy Walker 

St Clara’s Guild 

  
     St. Clara's Guild will meet on Wednesday, October 20th at 9:00, rather than October 9th due to a 
scheduling conflict. We will be working on basting a quilt and will also be sewing blocks together for another 
quilt.  Bring your normal sewing supplies.     
           Barbara Edwards 

The CHANT  PDF is posted at https://www.stgregorysmansfield.org/the-chant.   

There it can be enlarged for easier reading. 
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~The Winners:~ 

 1st  Fritz Barowsky –  French Silk Chocolate Pie  

2nd  Gwen and Margeaux Horton – Chocolate Pretzel and Peanut Butter Pie  

3rd  Addie Horton –  French Silk Chocolate Pie. 

Pie Judges were  Asa Horton, Beth Marshall & Bradley Marsh. 
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Our Clergy and Staff 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him”                                                                                                                                 

John 13:16 
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