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     We’re seeing it all over the news and on social media.  
Supply chains are breaking down, shipping is going to be a 
problem, start ordering for Christmas now or you might not 
get all your presents on time.  As if we need more of a reason 
to get worked up about the holiday gift-giving season.  It 
seems like the default since the great toilet paper shortage of 
2020 is panic.  Now that Covid is the decline – at least for 
now – according to the most recent numbers, we have to find 

something else to be anxious about, whether it be the housing market, gas prices, 
inflation, or making sure the Christmas tree has all the presents underneath it 
come December 25.  But really would that be such a bad thing.  Would it be so 
terrible if we didn’t get everything we wanted? 

     Advent, which is quickly approaching, is a time of quiet, a time for the 
contemplation of and preparation for the coming of the Christ child, not a time 
to be panicking about what to get for whom.  So, how exactly do we break the 
cycle of the rampant consumerism of the “Christmas season.”  I recently came 
across a movement called the Advent conspiracy.  They have a book, a website, a 
Facebook page, a study course, the whole nine yards.  But the premise is simple, 
they have 4 steps to make Advent the proper season of preparation for 
Christmas.  And the four steps are as follows  

1.Worship Fully  

     2. Spend Less  

          3. Give More  

               4. Love All 

     I’ll admit, I haven’t yet read the book, but the ideas and concepts aren’t 
anything earth shattering – unless of course you actually put them into practice, 
then they have the ability to make all the difference in the world.  But isn’t that 
the case with so many things that have the power to change our lives and our 
world.  Simple disciplines, small changes made intentionally and consistently that 
lead to major shifts in our health or our finances or our spirituality. 

     As we approach the Advent season, I’ll be picking up a copy of The Advent 
Conspiracy and look further into the movement.  But, might I suggest that this 
Advent everyone look for ways to focus less on supply chains and shipping woes 
and more on the wonder and beauty and power of the Incarnation.  And what 
better time to reevaluate our priorities at Christmastime than when things are 
costing more and becoming harder to acquire.  Because regardless of what we 
have under the tree, Christmas will still come and we will all still be called to 
marvel at the baby in the manger.          

       Blessings, Fr. Alan Horton+  

  Sunday sermons posted at https://www.stgregorysmansfield.org/sermons.  

November Birthdays 
 

01 ~ Elizabeth Hameker 
05 ~ Armand Auger 
25 ~ Meredith Melton 
 

November Anniversaries   
 

03 ~ Rick & Terry Black, 49 yrs 
26~ David & Janie Smith, 24 yrs 
 

Mark Your November 
Calendar 

 

03~ All Souls Day Mass 
04~ 6pm Bridge Group 
06~ 8am Men’s Group @ Rosa’s 
       9am Pet Partners 
07~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Sunday School 
10~ 1pm Watercrest Mass 
       6:30pm Eucharist 
11~ Veterans Day 
       6pm Bridge Group 
14~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Sunday School 
17~ 6:30pm Eucharist 
18~ 6pm Bridge Group 
20~ 8am Men’s Group @ Rosa’s 
       10am DHC Meeting 
21~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Sunday School 
       Diaper Drive 
24~ 1pm Watercrest Mass 
       6:30pm Eucharist 
25~HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
27~ Greening of the Church 
       11am Heinz Healing Ministry 
28~ 9am Eucharist 
       10am Sunday School 
       Children’s Sermon 
       Canned Meat Drive 

Parish Life 
 

     The church has been planning for our Fall Family Festival on Sunday, October 31.  Thanks to all the people 
that donated candy for the children’s pumpkins.  I am sure they will really enjoy all the treats.  The men will be 
cooking up burgers and hot dogs.  The meal will be complete with many sides and desserts.  Everyone is invited 
to play games that the men of the church have had been designing and testing. 
 
       The parish hall looks so nice after the new coat of paint.  Many thanks to the gracious donor.  Also, the lights have been 
replaced and now they all match. We hope the improvements  will be enjoyed by all.  
 
      In November, Sunday Delights will return.  It will only once a month, but spaces are available for ladies that would like 
to participate. 

            in Chirst love, Kathy Walker 
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Sr. Warden’s Report 
 

BBQ Run 2021 
     The men of St. Gregory's met on 
Saturday the 16th of October for a 
BBQ Run. Six of us were loaded into 
the Horton people hauler and drove around to 
several different barbecue joints. We started out at 
Hurtado's in Arlington, some of us stood in line 
(45 minutes) while others watched the game in the 
garden. From there we went to Lockhart Smoke 
House in Texas Live. There was no line here, in 
fact we thought that it was closed as we walked up. 
Finally, we went to the corner of Brisket and Main 
in Grand Prairie for Zavala's. There was a short 
line here, we waited for about 20 minutes. 
     This was our best BBQ run yet. As the weather 
was nice, we ate outside at Hurtado's and Zavala's. 

This enhanced the overall experience at each of these places. All three had excellent sliced and chopped brisket. The smoked 
sausage links were great as well. 

Some comments: 
     The sausage at Hurtado and Lockhart was very similar texture, but Hurtado's house sausage had cheese added. 
     The staff at Hurtado's and Zavala's were knowledgeable about their BBQ. At Lockhart, they knew the prices and how to 
work the register. 
     The sliced brisket was all tender and moist (as it should be) and had a good bark as well. 
The brisket at Zavala's had a very peppery bark (Tim couldn't stop praising it). 
We had the Pizza Pepper sausage at Zavala's. It was spicy, very spicy; maybe HOT is a better way to put it. 
     All three are on the "I'll go again" list, as each one had good service and food. However, the consensus was that Zavala's 
had the best brisket (due to the pepper). The Hurtado's sausage was best due to the cheesy flavor. Be careful if you order 
sausage from Zavala's, it's HOT. 
     It was a good day out with fellowship and BBQ, and a good time was had by all. 

                 In Christ, Tim 

Back:  Fr. Alan Horton, Bradley Watson, Sr., Bradley Watson, Jr. 
Front: Tim Cannon, Jake Mowrer, Robert Bloomfield 

Daughters of the Holy Cross 
  
     We had a nice DHC meeting Saturday, October 23rd, with 8 Daughters in attendance.  We discussed 
upcoming events, including our upcoming Christmas party,  December 5th, at Kathy Walker’s house.  Members 
are asked to bring a new Teddy Bear for Cook’s Children's’ Hospital.  Kathy will provide ham and turkey, and 
attendees are asked to bring a side or dessert. 
 
     We distributed Samaritan’s Purse boxes after the meeting.  Anyone wanting a box, or information on how to donate to 
Samaritan’s Purse, please contact Theresa or Kathy.  
 
     Our DHC Retreat will be January 28 & 29th at Camp Crucis.  The cost is $75.  We will be receiving 3 meals, which to 
judge from the past, will be delicious.  Please let me know if you plan on coming and if you are bringing a guest.  
                 

               Theresa Bradley 

Common Ground Christmas Program 

     St. Gregory’s will again participate in the Common Ground Christmas Program.  We have agreed to sponsor 
six Common Ground Christmas Program 2021children. If you would like to participate, items will be available on 
a Christmas Tree in the Parish Hall on November 14th.  We are asking that the items chosen be returned to St. 
Gregory’s no later than December 5th. 

               Candace Griffin 



The CHANT  PDF is posted at https://www.stgregorysmansfield.org/the-chant.   

There it can be enlarged for easier reading. 

St. Gregory’s Genealogy Research Group 
  
     Hi to all of you ancestor researchers. You normally need to research and dig up your ancestors but 
this month is different. This month your ancestors are willing to come haunt you! Just ask Robert and 
Cindy Bloomfield. Their ancestors come and hang out for several weeks every year in October. It’s 
worth the trip to visit their “Haunted House”. 
 
     The Arlington Genealogical Society is now having their meetings live and in person as well as virtual with some 
interesting presentations. Check out both the Arlington Public Library website and the Arlington Genealogical 
website for dates and presentations. Arlington Genealogical Society: http://www.arlingtongenealogytx.org/, 
Arlington Public Library: http://www.arlingtonlibrary.org. 
                 Trice 
 
     Some keys to finding and adding context and character to our ancestors’ lives. We should use geographic area, ethnicity, 
religious affiliation, occupation, and time period as search criteria when looking for context for our ancestors. We really need 
to move beyond just looking for surnames. Additionally, we discussed some major, free online sites where we could deploy 
the abovementioned search criteria.  
**“Chronicling America” provides 18.7 million newspaper pages from across the country. 
**“DPLA: Digital Public Library of America” provides 44,918,855 images, texts, videos, and sounds from across the United 
States. 
**”Internet Archive” provides more than 40 million texts and videos in which much history can be located. 
**“NUCMC: National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections” gives tremendously detailed descriptions of tens of 
thousands of manuscript collections from across North America. 
**“WorldCat” provides more than two billion items described in more than ten thousand libraries’ online catalogs 

  Copied from Genelogicial Gems.  

Order of St. Luke  
BattlingOn 
 
     This is such an instant, quick grabbing, go getting world we have to live in today. If we want something, then 
we expect to get it and not wait too long for it. 
 
     Shopping is a time consuming bug bear so we go online. Writing letters is a drag so we email. Even talking with people is 
a bit of a bind so we just text them. It’s all quick and go get stuff. We just want to tick the box and jump onto the next thing. 
Life is all a zipper do-dar go go go!  
 
     Does the same apply to healing? We’d certainly like it if it did. After all, we say to ourselves, if God is all love and God is 
all power and Jesus never told anyone to wait weeks, months, years before he could heal them then why can’t it all be instant  
stuff? Why can’t we pray and see all heaven break loose around us?  
 
     The answer to that is that all things are possible for those who believe. But it often doesn’t happen that way. Why not? 
One thing I know; if we spend time wondering about the ‘why not’ then this is what happens - the doubt increases, the arial 
comes gliding down, we soon give up on God to heal altogether. Be persistent! Read the story of the battle of Jericho again. 
Read about Naaman the leper. See Jesus teaching it in his parables about the persistent widow and the man that kept 
knocking on the next-door door in the middle of the night. And watch the Lord persisting in healing with the blind man who 
only got as far as seeing trees. Keep on going with the Lord, keep asking and, above all, keep telling him how wonderful he is 
to have organized the cross for us. It got our sinful covering out of the way. It means he can at last get to us and tell him, 
over and over again, every day, that your healing can get through to you from heaven and all because of what Jesus has done. 
That’s real thanksgiving. That’s real glory giving. That’s what brings the kingdom near.            Mike Endicott 
                  

                Heinz Liedke 
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Bishop’s  Sporting Clay Fundraiser 
 
The shooting team from St. Gregory competed in the 
diocesan sporting clay fundraiser for Camp Crucis. John 
Hamaker won the Sr. Division. A good turn out helped raise 
some funds for the camp and a good time was had by all.  
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Our Clergy and Staff 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him”                                                                                                                                 

John 13:16 

     © Material from this publication may be copied for      
personal use and for use in publications of non-profit        
organizations. 


